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NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER
MEETING INFORMATION

WHEN:  

November 3, 2008



The first Monday of each month at 7:30PM



Facilitator –Rich Narcini


WHERE: 

RAYMOND DWIER CENTER 
MEETING TOPIC: 
Sharing holiday memories and coping with the new ones
LOCAL CHAPTER NOTES
· Steering Committee
Please note that the Steering Committee will meet on Wednesday 11/19 at 7pm at Panera’s located in the Hamilton Market Place.  All members who are one year or more on their
grief journey are welcome to attend.
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Candlelight Vigil
Attendees will receive a small index card at the service for those who would like to write something that they want to share in a sentence or two about their child.  Families can read the cards themselves or readers will read the card on your behalf.
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Coffee and Comfort
All members are welcome to attend this new monthly meeting.  Barbara Stanhope will greet members at Panera Bread in the Hamilton Marketplace Sunday, November 16th from 1-3pm.  She will be wearing her TCF nametag.   
· Cemetary Visit
Rich Narcini will be coordinating a cemetery visit which will be held in April 2009.  Complete details will be noted in upcoming newsletters.  If you are interested in attending, please sign up at the meetings or you can call the TCF Hotline at 609-516-8047.
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Online Support
The Compassionate Friends offers “virtual chapters” through an Online Support Community (live chats). This program was established to encourage connecting and sharing among parents, grandparents, and siblings (over the age of 18) grieving the death of a child. The rooms supply support, encouragement, and friendship. The friendly atmosphere encourages conversation among friends; friends who understand the emotions you're experiencing. There are general bereavement sessions as well as more specific sessions. Please check the schedule for dates and times of the sessions at http://www.compassionatefriends.org/Other_Pages/Session_Schedule_Entrance.aspx
You and your family are respectfully invited to attend the
 TCF Mercer Chapter Candle lighting Ceremony.

Please consider joining us for the TCF Worldwide Candle Lighting Ceremony, which will be held Sunday, December 14th.  In addition, there will be a non-denominational service performed as we say each name of our chapter’s children who are no longer with us.  Children of all ages are welcome!  If you have not attended a meeting in awhile this is a great chance to catch up with other members and take part in a beautiful event during a very difficult holiday season.
[image: image4.wmf]WHEN:
Sunday, December 14th, 2008
WHERE:  
RWJ WELLNESS CENTER

http://www.rwjhamilton.org/wellness/
3100 Quakerbridge Road, Mercerville, NJ

AUDITORIUM A & B

TIME:  
6 – 9 pm
The vigil will start promptly at 7pm

R.S.V.P:
December 1st, 2008



609-516-8047 or email tcfmercer@optonline.net
Due to limited space please limit the number of guests to this event to ten.
Please indicate how many people from your family will be attending

Light refreshments will be served.
We hope to see you and your family at this annual event.
The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle Lighting, held annually the second Sunday in December, this year December 14, unites family and friends around the globe as they light candles for one hour to honor and remember children who have died at any age from any cause. As candles are lit at 7 p.m. local time, creating a virtual wave of light, hundreds of thousands of persons commemorate and honor the memories of children in a way that transcends all ethnic, cultural, religious, and political boundaries.

Now believed to be the largest mass candle lighting on the globe, the Worldwide Candle Lighting, a gift from TCF to the bereavement community, creates a virtual 24-hour wave of light as it moves from time zone to time zone. Hundreds of formal candle lighting events are held and thousands of informal candle lightings are conducted in homes as families gather in quiet remembrance of children who have died, but will never be forgotten.

The Worldwide Candle Lighting started in the United States in 1997 as a small Internet observance but has since swelled in numbers as word has spread throughout the world of the remembrance.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

NATIONAL CHAPTER INFORMATION

	The Compassionate Friends, Inc.
P. O. Box 3696
Oak Brook, IL  60522-3696
TEL:  877-969-0010
FAX:  630-990-0246

Website:  www.compassionatefriends.org

Email:  
 nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org
	
NJ-TCF Regional Coordinator

	
	Kathy Evans
609-653-3046
tcfofnj@comcast.net
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When Tomorrow Starts Without Me

When tomorrow starts without me,
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And I’m not there to see;

If the sun should rise and find your eyes,

All filled with tears for me.

I wish so much you wouldn’t cry,

The way you do each day,

While thinking of the many things,

We didn’t get to say.

I know how much you love me,

As much as I love you:

And each time that you think of me,

Please know I miss you, too.

But when tomorrow starts without me,’

Please try to understand,

That an Angel came and called my name,

And took me by the hand.

The Angel said a place was ready,

In heaven up above;

And that I’d have to leave behind,

All those I truly love.

I had so much to live for,

So much yet to do.

It seemed almost impossible,

 that I was l leaving you.

When tomorrow starts without me,

Don’t think we’re far apart;

For every time you think of me,

I’m right here in your heart.

Submitted by Ursula and Vince Marano
TCF Mercer Chapter

Author Unknown
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With loving remembrance of our children not here but always in our hearts


	Audrey & Gracie Linkowsky
	Daughters of John and Lisa
	NOV 9, 2002
	NOV 13, & DEC 31, 2002

	Robert DeLoach
	Son of Trisha
	NOV 11, 1986
	SEP 27, 2005

	Thomas Madiara
	Son of Joyce & John
	NOV 14, 1984
	APR 24, 2005

	Kenneth G. Keim
	Son of Roberta
	NOV 15, 1982
	SEP 25, 2005

	Philip "Pablo" Andrew Branham II
	Son of Heather
	NOV 23, 1972
	MAY 22, 2007

	Nicholas Caruso
	Grandson of Georgette and Paul
	MAR 23, 1994
	NOV 1, 2004

	James L. Vandewater IV
	Son of Vickie
	JAN 28, 1986
	NOV 3, 2007

	Nahgeeah Nonique Dinkins
	Daughter of Eulalia
	OCT 29, 1983
	NOV 5, 2003

	Michael John Mausen
	Son of Michael Sr.
	APR 29, 1975
	NOV 10, 2007

	David A. Hunt
	Son of Katherine & Arthur
	DEC 9, 1982
	NOV 11, 2005

	Audrey Linkowsky
	Daughters of John and Lisa
	NOV 9, 2002
	NOV 13, 2002

	Patrick Honsinger
	Son of Ellen
	SEP 27, 1981
	NOV 13, 2000

	James Whitehouse
	Son of Linda and Jim
	DEC 24, 1977
	NOV 13, 2002

	Shawn Paul Dixon
	Son of Jodi and Christopher
	SEP 3, 1996
	NOV 24, 2007

	Robin Karp
	Daughter of Elaine
	MAR 12, 1968
	NOV 26, 2005

	Nicholas James Zadrima
	Son of Marian
	FEB 23, 1985
	NOV 28, 2006
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Please let us know if you encounter an error in your child’s listing and a correction will be made immediately.


REMEMBRANCE TABLE
Be sure to bring in a photo or special memento each month so that we can celebrate the memory of your son or daughter together!

The Compassionate Friends is a national nonprofit, self-help support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and hope to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no religious affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.
The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers reach out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed inward begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal. The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.

You may need additional support beyond the help of our group… 

CONTACT of Mercer County, NJ, provides 24 hour compassionate, confidential, telephone listening and referral services giving hope and reassurance to people in crisis. Please visit www.contactofmercer.org for complete information or call 896-2120 or 585-2244.
LOVE GIFT DONATION FORM

A LOVE GIFT is a donation given in memory of a child who has died.  It can also be in honor of a happy event that you would like to acknowledge.  Your contributions can be in any amount, are tax deductible and are a source of income for our non-profit chapter.  Checks can be made out to 
TCF Mercer and sent to: The Compassionate Friends, PO Box 3203, Mercerville, NJ 08619.

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________State______ Zip ______________________

Child’s Name ______________________________ Relationship to child ___________________

Birthdate ____________________________Anniversary Date ____________________________

Amount $____________ Dedicate the newsletter in the month of _________________________

Please fill out the following for a two line message that will be printed in the newsletter:


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________

Every effort will be made to include your dedication in the month that you specify – please be sure to mail your information before the newsletter mailing.  The newsletter is typically mailed one week prior to the monthly meeting.

	TCF Mercer Chapter Address:

PO Box 3203, Mercerville, NJ  08619  609-516-8047  tcfmercer@optonline.net
or visit us online at www.tcfmercer.org



	STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS


	Chapter Co-Leader:
Chapter Co-Leader:

Meeting Facilitators:

Remembrance Card

  Coordinator:

Newsletter Editor:

Treasurer:

Librarian:

Media Coordinator:
Chapter Delegate:

SCM Minutes:

New Member Coordinator:
	Lisa Linkowsky
Marie Krosnick

Various

Peggy Hegedus


Lisa Linkowsky

Barbara Howe
Sandy Finlayson/Rev Turton
Michael Kraus
Peggy Hegedus

Rich Narcini

Barbara Stanhope
	Since January 2004
Since February 2008

Since February 2008

Since January 2005

Since January 2008

Since June 2008

Since September 2008

Since January 2008

Since February 2008

Since February 2008

	Founding Members:
Marcia Alig
Susan Kugler 
Paula Resnick

Charter Established February 1980





December Candlelight Ceremony�RSVP BY DECEMBER 1st�REFER TO PAGE 2 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS
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